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UPCOMING MEETINGS

2012 NAAMLP Conference
Des Moines, lowa Sept. 23 - 26

MISSION STATEMENT

1. To provide a forum to address
current issues, discuss common
problems and share new technolo-

gies regarding abandoned mine land

reclamation;
2. To foster positive and productive

relationships between the states and

tribes represented by thssociation
and the federal government;

3. To serve as an fefctive, unified
voice when presenting the states’/
tribes’ common viewpoints; and

4. To coordinate, cooperate and
communicate with the Interstate
Mining Compact Commission,
Western Interstate Engyy Board
and all other azanizations dedicated
to wise useand restoration of our
natural resources.

Dear members of NAAMLP

It has been an inedilde year so &r,
and instuctive & the same time wrking
tirelessy on AML initiatives; your roles in
these dbrts and put into action alloAML
programs to écus on edamdion of AML
problems.

Foremost] would like to extend nry
apprecidion to Lucia Malin and her ew for
hosting the 2012 winter meeting in St.
Geoge, Utah.They did a ged job with the
logistics for a ppductive meetingA site tour
was also mvided for @tendeesAt our winter
meeting, we mostly focused on major topics,
specifcally on funding budget, and gant
issues.The Ofice of Man@ement/Budegt
(OMB) and Department of Interior (DOI)
have proposed gain to eliminae AML
funding for cetified stdes/tibes and to
allocae AML funding through a competitie
grant pocess ér non-cetified staes to fund
high priority coal projects under the Fiscal
Year (FY) 2013 Edernl Budget. This budget
proposal is similar to the FY2012 Bustg\We
strongly oppose this initidve. Mr. Greg
Conrad has albays been ery helpful to
prepare wiitten and oal testimonies cAML
funding and lbndget issues; he has also
testified on behalf of WAMLP. | would like
to acknowledge Mr. Coniad for his dedicted,
tireless eforts in adiressing our funding
issues to Comngss. | also testdd bebre the
Committee on Natural Resources,
Subcommittee on Engy and Mineal
Resouces wersight heaing on the dfect of
the Pesidents FY2013 Budgt and
Legislative Poposalsdr the Ofice of Surhce
Mining (OSM).We should all contine our
communication with congressional leaders
and their stdfto ensue we maintain our
funding based on 2006 SMCRA
Amendments.

Another concaeris thé'Undelivered
Orders” regarding the unsperAML grant
funds ly the stées/tibes. Mt Todd Cofelt,
Vice-President (MAMLP), developed a

reporting format that most states/tribes used
to repott their gant information. This repott

will be available soon and it will be an
oppottunity to piovide information to OMB,
DOI, and OSM on \y the gant fundsemain
unspent. Mr Coffelt and his team ha
completed the task. | greatly appreciate the
team andML Programs br completing this
important task.

Lastly, we had gtensive discussions
on the OSM and Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) consoliddion efort. Most stées/
tribes hae worked dosely with DOI and
OSM to ensu this initidive does not me
forward. Recent}, the Secetawy of Inteior
released the Eecutve Oder 3320; this ater
directs OSM,BLM, Office of Naural
Resouces Rgernue (ONRR)and other DOI
programs to start consolidating administration
functions of these programs. Based on the
directive, the reomanizaion will result in
savings, improve eficiencies, and
effectveness; haever, OSM and pograms
will remain an indeendent breau.These
programs will work on a plan thiawill require
approval by the Deputy Secetay.

It can be ballengng to work on
AML initiatives; havever, most
adknowledgment gtends to all MAMLP
delegates, devotedly working on these
initiatives with me | thank you all,
patticulaty, Todd Cofelt and Buce Stoer
for their help.

Our net anrual conkrence is
scheduled September 23 to 26, 2012 in Des
Moines,lowa. It is a beautiful place to ta
our conference, so please plan on attending
this event. Lets contirue to work together as
| invite you to gve me yur ideas on he we
should address our core issues. Please feel
free to contact me at (928)871-6982 or email
at mroanhorse@frontiernet.net.

Cheers,
Madeline Roanhorse President

Reclamation at Work



Reclamation For The Next Generation - Partnering For Success

The title kind of says it all. We hae a website:www.2012NAAMLP.com. Chek it
This year the Stée of lova is ppudly hosting the 2012 out. We hae a twitter pge: @2012MAMLP. Stg up to dée on
NAAMLP Annual Congrence It being theifst time in lava, wha’s going on vhen and were. We hae an genda thais
much excitement &out NNAMLP and who they are and vinat they  filling up fast, but will maintain the écus on the successes and
do, much is @uzz &out the corgrence within the sta. Aslam  hard work of the mawg staes and ibes in theAssocidion. We
sure thee is nuch huzz outside the st& have tous, both bebre the cornérence and dimg the conérence
that offer a viav of the gea Stae of lova.
Where we ae nav? It stated as dgood idea” which, at

times, looking ba& has made it seem sowleet prepostepus. Our planis to gt you hee, kegp you husy and mak sue
Albeit, in a good way, none the lessThree years ajo, we had all  you have a good time As our conérence theme sggstswe hae
the time in the wrld to get read:. numewous indviduals, groups,and entities

But, like most bores,we ae nav
(5 months out) putting meat on the
bone out of necessityAs maty of
you who have planned an anml
conference knwy, there is nmuch to
do regardless of hav much has
already been done.

helping to mak this hapen. Rgistration
opens on June 1 and can be found on the
website We and our paners look brward

to greeting You when You arive, so be suw

to put it on your calendars!

The lowa AML Pr ogram

34" Annual Conference

Call For Papers

The Naional Associgion of Abandoned Mine Land Bgrams (MAMLP) is a non-pofit organizaion whose membaearindude
31 staes and Indian ibes leading bandoned mineedamation programs under theedeal Surfice Mining Contol and Relamaion
Act of 1977. MMAMLP is issuing this kst Call or Papers/Pesenttions to be pesented athe 2012 MAMLP Annual Congrence
scheduled 6r Sgptember 23-262012 athe Mariott Hotel and Cordrence Center lo¢ad @ 700 GandAvenue Des Moines|owa. The
conference themgRedamaion for the Next Genestion: Partneiing for Success'yas tosen to emphagzhe positie impact panerships
have made onadamaion eforts in lova and thaican be tanslded thoughout mining st@s. The NAAMLP looks forward to an
informaive and memahe conkrence

Suggested topics intude, but are not limited to:

Unique High-Piority AML Reclamaion Pjects -Acid Mine Draingge Chaacteization andTreament orAt-Source Abatement
Revegetaion/Rebrestdion SuccesstaAML Sites - Coal Mining Hetage/Histoic Presevation Topics - Re-Mining and Ré&mdion
Remote Geopysical Methodsdr Locding Undeground MineVoids and Mine Bols - Rartnerships in Relamaion
Pemitting Issues ®AML and/orAMD Sites -AMD use fr Marcellus Shale Gas Delopment

Geothemal Applicaions using Mine Bols -AddressingAMD in UrbanAreas - Non-Coal Bfjects and/or Issues
Water Suppy Replacements - Intgration of GPS/GIS/LIIAR Tedhnolagies into Retamaion - AML or AMD Case Studies
AML Program PRlicy Issues - Seam Resta@tion/Geofuvial Design - Pisical saéty hazasl remedidion tediniques
Archeolgical issues and psevation & AML sites - NERA and/or Pubic Paticipation - Economic Deelopment 8AML Sites
Grayfields and/or Bownfields andAML - Regional or Ndional Panel Discussiofiopics - Resoure Recgery from AMD
Benefcial use ofWaste Mé&erials & AML Sites - Coal Combstion Bypoducts usetsAML Sites - Rgulaory Issues or Baiers
Mine FHre or Mine Subsidence ¢jects -Abandoned Mine and QugrSakty and Health - Endaerged Species Issues
Wildlif e Habitat EnhancementsTechniques ér Badfilling Blocked Shafts or Shafts withalse Bottoms
Propety Access Issues/Good Saritan Lavs -Wetland Mitigation Issues AML Projects and Incidental Coal Eatition
Coal Refuse Ra&rocessing - Margement of bapopuldions @ AML sites - Impacts oWhite Nose Syndime onAML remedidion
Digital Collection ofAML data - Meicury and Metlylmercury Impacts fom Hadrock and Hydeaulic Mining
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Prospectve pesentes ae asled to submit bstiacts br
papers or poposalsér workshops or panel discussions on ocef

Selected prsentes will be notifed by July 2,2012,and

final presentdon maerial will be due on or befre August 29,

May 23, 2012.Abstracts and wrkshop or panel discussion 2012. For information or questions conceing conkrence

proposals should be submitted in PRinfiat, 300 words or less,

presentions, please contadtVally Greenlees per the contact

and include the presentation title, along with the presenters nanmeformation listed belar. Details parining to theihal presenttion

title, organizdion or compaw, business adress,phone mmber

and email adress. Abstracts should be emailed to:

wallacegreenlees@iwaagriculture.gov.

forma, spealer guidelinesand other prsenttion information will
be povided to authas and/or pesentes & the time of Astract
acceptance.

Wally Greenlees
wallacegreenlees@iwaagricultur e.gov.
Tel: 515-281-5643 A&X: 515-281-6170

Conference Tours and Activities

Golf - Waveland Golf Course
Bring your dubs and enjp an oppatunity to play a the oldest
municipal @lf course west of the MississippMWawveland Golf
Course was hiilt in 1901 and is an 18-holadility. It is kuilt on
wooded hillsides and can be a Hiatiendng, but enjoalde, to

play.
Racing Tour

lowa Speedvay in Newton, 1A
lowa Speediay is a stte-of-the-at 7/8 mile asphalt peed

tri-oval race tadk and motospots facility locaed in Nevton, lowa,
30 miles east of Des Moindswa. The tiad is ovned and opeted
by U.S. Motorspot Corporation and designedtformer NASCAR
Champion RustyVallace nov an antior and anaist for ABC-
TV/ESPN lowa Speeday is designeddr yearround use and
includes 30,000 pemanent gandstand sés. It was designed as
the frst tradk in the world to protect fins and dvers thiough the

Madhouse Brewing Company
Madhouse Bewing Compaw began with the ealizaion
that everyone is a little bit aizy Some people arciazy dout a
patticular actvity or life pusuit. Othes for a cetain spots team.
Here & the bewery, we are cazy @out the making (and ishking!)
of exceptional quality caft beerThe flks & Madhouse Bawing
Compaly have acceted their cazinessinvite you to ty the bees
that are a result, and ask you... what are you crazy about?!

Peacetee Brewery in Knoxville
Brewing gred full-flavored beer is their passidoyt they
are also passione ébout where they have come fom and vihere
they ar going. As you might be Ble to tell, the name of their
bees hare connections to the places in our paspecialy deived
from memories and places in their community and state.

PeaceTree Bewing Compay, is also a eminder a

use of SAFER barrier technology surrounding the entire perimet@rompting of the past kaere different cultues met to discussade

of the track.

Knoxville Raceway
The curent fairgrounds vas puchased in the ta 1800s
and a ne& half-mile hose |acing tad was consticted atha time.
The anmal county &irs were held on the punds it no actual
auto |acing vas stged until 1914unless of cose one counts the
1901 |ace which can most likly be touted as thérét automobile
race #tempted on adirgrounds in leva, if not the county.
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and come to greementsThe ReaceTree is a histac grand
sycamoe tree thawas locéed near the ton of Red Rok under
what is nav Lake Red Rok. Supposedi the old sycama was a

place where Indians met for generations, then became a meeting

place br fur trades. Indian tedies were ngyotiated hee and ther
is some speculation that it marks the Red Rock Line.
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Madison County Tour

Bridges of Madison County

Originally boasting 19 ogered bidges,six of the Coered
Bridges of Madison Countyemain todg — with five of the six
bridges being listed on the Nanal Reister of Histoic Places.
But thee’s so nuch more to Madison County — come vidihe
Birthplace of dhn Wayne, Madison County Couhouse
Monumental Rk, North River Stone SwoolhouseWintersetArt
CenterBevinton-Kaser House and Histoal Comple, and Clak
Tower.

John Wayne's Birthplace

Step back in time and picture the life of a youngsses

midwesten boy and his &mily near the tur of the centyr. This
modest bur-room home has beeestoed to eflect its gppeaance
in 1907 the year of Dule’s bith. An impressve collection of dhn
Wayne memagbilia includes unique items shcas the yepach
wom in the meie True Git, a ha womn in Rio Lobo,and a pop
suitcase used in the
film Stagecoad.
Hundreds of rare
photagrephs of Dule  §
are on display as well |
as letters from Lucille
Ball, GeneAutry,
Maureen O’Hara,
Jimmy Stewart, Kirk
Douglas, Bob Hope,
Ronald Regan and
Geoge Bums.

Photo coutesy Lilly Library Indiana Unversity

Two SaintsWinery
From the time thediscovered this little piece of theavld
their passion to sharthe epeiiance with othes has lourished
From planting theifst vine in 2003 to the completion of the wiyper
and tastinggom in 2008 theirgal has been to psewve or enhance
the naure surounding the vingard.

Howell’s Dried Florals and Greenhouse
Wher the Rainbe Begins -You ma condude tha the
rainbov bagins @ Howell’s Dried Flomal and Geenhousgwhere
you'll see moe than 5 a@s of fowering garden tous, and the
giant ban filled with beautiful, naurally air-dried florals and
arangements.They grow more than 53 dferent fowers, pods

and grains; complemented by our beautiful greenhouse selection

of live plants ér your hangng baslets,yard plantingscontaines,
and gowing decostion needs.

Tuesday Tednical Tour

Martin Mar rietta - Ames undeground operation
Martin MariettaAggregdes is the nigon’s second laest poducer of constrction aygregaes in the United Stas, suppying
the cushed stonesand and gawel used to bild the 0ads,sidevalks,and bunddions on vhich we live. They are also a vider of
asphalt and conete in select gagrgphic aeas.The Compan has moe than 285 quaies and distbution facilities in 27 stees,the

Bahamasand Nwa Scotia.

Doswell Quarry - Doswell, Virginia
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Clogged Streams, Bridges and Culverts of the Great Falls Coal Field

From the 1880s to the épr1900s,the Ged Falls Coal
Field was the leading coal pducing aea in Montana. Extenss
undeground coal mines ere developed in the hillsides
surounding the commmities of Sand Coule&todkett,andTracy.

The
Montana Department §
of Environmental
Quality’s Abandoned
Mines Program plans
to remove tons of
metals sludge that §
have huilt up in
streams, underneathfg
bridges, and within
culverts in cental
Montanas Cascade Countyhe sludg from acid mine drinage
is blocking the fow of water causing out of bank conditions in an
area vhere acid mine dringge males up the baséofv of steams
and waterways. This is in the aa of Stokett, Tragy and Sand
Coulee near the hisiermines of the Gra Falls Coal Feld. The
sludge consists of dissobd metals fom mines disleaging into
Sand Coulee @ek and its tbutaty Cottonwood Ceek.The sludg
has killed fsh and egetdion, fouled waterways, and uined
farmland and its pduction caacity

LT\ AN

Ead year more than 1,000 tons of disseld hegy metals
wash fom the minesgestoying vegetaion, other biotic lie and
farmland and theaening goundvater. The pupose of the mject
is to pevent fooding and futue damae to pultic and pivate
propety. “We look forward to in/olving the commnity every st
of the way,” said Hyden AnssenDEQ Abandoned Mines

Reclamation Specialist. “Community members are encouraged 0"

have a s§ in projects tha affect where people ke, work, and
recede.”

The redamaion project is &pected to be completed this
summer aseven sites alongmproximately six and a half miles of
stream in Sand Coulee and Cottayad Ceeks. Fundingdr the
project is povided though a gant fom the &derl Office of
Surface Mining Contol, Redamaion and Enbrcement.The
project is &pected to cosbughly $700,000 and is being conducted
at the request of the Montana Ppaitment of Transpotation,
Cascade County Plib Works, and commnity membes. Thanks
to OSM gant funding thee will be no cost to prate landevners
or local communities.

Approximately 13,500 tons of sludgae epected to be
excavated from beneth bridges and within culerts. The poject is
currently scheduled to occurv@r a 90 dg peiiod. This project
will drastically decrease the potential for flooding resultant from
clogged bidges and culerts within the egon. Retamaion
activities will also bendt Montanas econory by providing
engineering and construction jobs.

Hayden Janssenhjanssen@mt.g@v
Montana Department of Envir onmental Quality
www.deq.mt.gov.
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North Dakota Completes Reclamation at the Columbus Mine

After fourteen edamaion projects awer a peiod of 25
yeass, the Noth Dalota Pulic Sevice CommissiorsAbandoned
Mine Lands (AML) Dvision plans to complete avk at the
Columlus Mine poject site in 2012.The 1280-a@ Columius
abandoned suaice mine site is lotad in the nahwest coner of
the stée about ten miles south of the Canadiandsar

Surface mining bgan 4d this site as ey as 1902shotly
after the city of Columbs was settled Several small“wagon
mines” provided lignite coal to aa esidents beteen 1900 and
1920 pbr a dollar a ton or less. Bi@ning aound 1918 lager stip
mines bgan to opeste and ly 1923,the Truax Biothers Kincaid
Mine was poducing @er 100,000 tons of coal peegt This
mine fueled a Montana-Data Utilities paver plant and shipped
coal across the state.

2012 iII mak the cmpletion of lztadamion projects the Columhbs
Mine. These pojects vere conducted to b&éll nearly nine miles of
dangerous highvalls and leel and evegtate éout 700 aces

In 1927, Chicago businessmanGlen Traer joined the
Truax bothes to orm Truax-Traer Coal Compafnone of the most
successful entprises in the histgrof coal deelopment. By 1948,
Truax-Traer poduced @er 1.5 million tons of coal amlly at
three mines in Nah Dalota. In 1955jt became a éitune 500
compaty with $2.5 million in pofits and 2300 empiees in the
US and CanadaTruax-Traer opegted the Kincaid (Columis)
Mine from 1927 to 1962when the compgnwas puchased i
Consolidaéion Coal Compay) and the mine contired in opeation
until 1968. In its 42 gars of opestion, the mine poduced ver 12
million tons of coal.

Beneits of coal mining near Colunais induded elatively
cheg fuel and elecicity, employment and infastucture. Its
detimental impacts inoded \ast aceages of baren and unstae
spoil piles,hazadous vater bodiesgquipment andakcilities,and
dangerous highvalls.

Surface mining bgan near Columbs, ND, around 1902. By 1923 the
Truax Coal Compayis Kincaid (Columbs) Mine vas poducing aer
100,000 tons of coal perenr Truax-Traer Coal Compay and
Consoliddion Coal Compay opegted this mine until 1968roducing
more than 12 million tons of lignite coal.

The Noth DakotaAML Di vision began edamaion work
a the Columiis Mine in 1988 to b&gill dangerous highvalls
near a pulic highway. Since thenjwelve piojects hae been
conducted to badill approximately 7.5 miles of dangrous
highwalls, level unstéle spoil pilesand evegtae moe than 340
acres at a cost of $5.5 million. Phases 13 and 14, which will be
conducted in 2012ill include bakfilling another 7000 det of
dangerous highvalls and leeling and evegetaing 350 moe aces.
The Noth DalotaAML Division also plans to consiet a pulic
intempretive disply within the city of Columbs to dwonide the
history of mining andAML projects conductedtahe Columios
site.

The Columlus AML Project Seies has been a major
accomplishmentdr the Noth DakotaAML Division and ér the
citizens of Noth Dalota.

William E. Dodd
Assistant Director, AML Nor th Dakota

Primary hazads & the Columbs Mine vere ste@ mine highwlls. These
neaty \ertical cliffs remaining fom fnal pits were 60 &et high in some
areas. Other aderse impacts of mining iheded baren and unstale
highwalls, hazadous vater bodies and deepit equipment andatilities.

i1 -
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Green Mountain South - Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania

Easten Middle Anthracite Coal keld in East UnionTownship,
Schuylkill County; Pennsyhania.The site vas mined ¥ the Oneida
Colliery in the early 1900s and continued up until the 1940s, usi
both surce and dgemining tetiniques.

The poject is locéed 7,500 éet west of the tan of
Sheppton on Green Mountain (hence the name of the project)
an eleation of out 1,740 éet dove sea leel and is anxample
of ridge top miningThe adjacent Ringten Valley is & an el@ation
of about 1,100 éet dove sea leel and a pdion of the edaimed
site can be seendim the \alley floor. Prior to redamaion, the site
was tespassedyillegal paty goers,illegal dumpes, curious local
youth,hikers,andATV riders. This site vas also being leaseg b
local hunting tub. Existing unlocked accessoads taversed the
area making it easily accessible for most people.

During the design phase of theoject ly the FADEP’s
Wilkes-Bare Distiict Office of the Bueau ofAbandoned Mine stone piles and 2®ot wads with bole were placed ttwughout the
Redamdion (BAMR), it was detemined th&a an endangred nine wetlands created at the site. Near the end of the design phase,
species (i.etimber ettlesnale) could be ngetively impacted i  the popety owner contacted BMR about timbeing the popety
this pioject. The Rennsyhania Game Commission sgested  prior to the starof constuction. BAMR worked with the popety

mitigating ary impact though the owner to ensue thd the timbeing was
constuction of snak habitats. completed before the start of the
Reseath &out timber attlesnales reclamation project.

resulted in a design of a seakditat

that would mimic the den a&a Bids for the project were
typically used by this species of - opened dUne 7,2007 with work

snale. Timber rattlesnales ae
known to retum to ancestl dens
eat season and so théeftiveness FESEEE
of the constructed habitats has yeg
to be detanined Six, south-hcing
shale haitats were incoporated
into the project, along with the
installgion of ten tuebird, ten wood
dudk and two ba boxes.Also, 36

stating August 202007.This poject
was made posdibusing édeal funds
from Rennsyhanias 2006AML Grant
and fom Rennsyhania’s Growing
Greener Pogram. The poject
reclaimed 104.5 acres of abandoned
mine lands with features consisting of
a \ertical openinga hazadous vater
body, and six siping pits containing
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three dangrous highvalls totaling 4,000 det in length.
Redamaion was accomplishedytutilizing 1,281,922 cubicards

of on-site méerial and a Ceegory 2 exclusion wavier tha allowed

the illing of the water filled pits and the eaion of nine wetlands
that contain a total ofife aces of vater. In adlition, approximately

4,000 et of peennial steam tiannel vas ecreded The one gar
warranty inspection of the siteas held Nwember 4,2010 with
no remedial actionequired on the paof the contactor Vegetdive

growth throughout the site as taracteized as god to ged. The

creded wetlands a& developing with wlunteer c#ails noted in
several. Wildlif e identifed & the site dung various visits intuded

black bear white tail deerturkey, coyote, dudks, geeseand ltue

heon. The total cost of the pject was $1,624,317.15.

David Jansson
PA-DEP-Bureau ofAbandoned Mine Ret¢amation

AML Programs Continue To Deliver

The Tax Relief and Health CarAct of 2006 made

fully implemented funding dishutions povided ty the 2006

sweeping changes to policies, procedures, and funding for tlenendments to SMCRA. Since 2007, nationwide funding for the

Abandoned Mine Land Bgram oiginally creaed ty the Surhce
Mining Contiol and RetamaionAct of 1977 (SMCRA)Two yeass
later in 2008 the Ofce of Surbce Mining (OSM) issuedrfal
rules implementing thesehanges. This nev OSM guidance
concening hav AML programs wuld conduct bsiness altexd
the patem of stde and tibal AML redamaion. Naw in 2012 as
full funding for AML programs is being fuyl realized, staes and
tribes ae in the position to dically evaluae their success in
implementing thesenegping changes.The Ndional Associdion
of Abandoned Mine Land Bgrams (NAAMLP) felt tha
demonstrating the success of state and tribal programs in adapt
to the inceased funding thavas povided ty the 2006 amendments
to SMCRA was necessgr The Associdion formed anAd Hoc
Committee on Gant FundingExpenditues and Oligations 4 its
anrual meeting in October 201Although compoundedybthe
economic dentum in our ndon’s econory, the dallengs in
adhieving commitment of thergély expandedML funding have
been metand the full potential of th&ML program naionwide is
being realized.

Abandoned Mine Land funding to state and tribal
programs is madewailable though anmal gants thasuppot the
redamdion constuction actvities intended ¥ SMCRA, as vell
as the adminis#tive functions of théAML Programs. kgure 1,
AML Funding, illustrates the inagasingAML funding distibuted
by the Ofice of Surfce Mining Distributions made in 2006 and
2007 epresent funding kels pior to the enactment of the 2006
amendments to SMCRA. Didiutions made sm 2008 until 2011
occured duing the two-step phase-in peod of the 2006
amendments. Disbutions made in 2012 arthe irst year of the

redamdion of ébandoned mine lands has rdhan tipled over
that six year period.

Funding by Federal Fiscal Year
500 ($ Million) 12
. 11
400 10
' '09
300 08
200 g '07
100 || -
. = _— — = |
Fiscal Year

The staes and tibes tale their AML program
responsibilities gry sefously. We ae in the lisiness of mtecting
the lives and wlfare of our citizns in an ééctive and dicient
manner Even with the signitant incease inPAML funding tha
resulted fom the 2006 amendmentfie same comphensie
evaludion process histacally applied to all phases of seand
tribal reclamation programs has continued to be the foundation of
our opeations. Our pograms contine to do vhat they have alvays
done; navy, we ae simpy doing moe of it every year
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The full, statutorily-designated, three year time period folengthy bidding and conticting peiod, completion of the actual

AML grants is cucial to efectively plan,design.and contact for

constuction work, and fnally draw down or reimkursement of

the reclamation of the thousands of abandoned mines throughduhds fom the édeal ganting @eng. Some conscts canxéend

the county. The planning pocess ér utilization of these ant

for multiple months oreen yeass. The impotant tale avay from

funds includes the ranking and selection of the highest prioritthis havever is tha the entie amount of fundingdr all aspects of

sites. Selection of sitesifredamétion in ary single gant can be
done ly stae legislatures,tribal council or @vemor’s ofices,with
pulic involvement,or by program staf. Sites thaare selected

the project is committed on day one, when the project is selected
for redamdion. Thus, committed fundsand not‘undelivered
orders”, is the poper metic to measug the pogress ofAML

reflect the statutory priorities of SMCRA, as well as the needprograms in efflectively using the funds.

identified in conjunction with citiens local govemmentsand staff

that have firsthand knwledge of social and efironmental impacts.

Completing the aerironmental,cultural, histoic, and economic
sakguads assocted with edeal grant funds is ady component
of the planning prcess andequires etensve coodingion and

occasionall lengtty time peiods. Multi-phased or {gered pojects

can often gacerbge this up-font commitment of time

The davntum in the county’s overall econony has led
to dose &amindion by all federl agencies of hav non-edeal
grant lecipients a& using these mogs. This anaysis hasdcused
on what are temed“undelivered oders”, which is basicall mone/
that has been madevailable to non-&deal recipients bt not yet
(appaently) spent. Receny] stae/tribal AML programs hae been
collectively chastised dr not“spending” the inceased leel of
funding made \ailable stating in 2008.“Spending”in this case
is synolymous with“reimhbursed ly” the edeal

Even as fundingdrAML programs hasisen damdically,
there has been no madgah to spend these mgsein an efort to
meet somedrced measur by the £deal govemment thawould
do little other than waste mong AML programs hae caefully
and delibeastely added stafand other telenical and adminisétive
resouces as the fundingag phased inwer a fve year peiod.
The rumber or sie of piojects unddaken in eab successe year
has contined to gow in a pudent mannei he aility of state and
tribal programs to effectively commit the inceased pygram
funding, although initialy lagging, has @ined taction and
continues to increase the number of citizens protected with each
successie yeat

Steve Herbent
Indiana Abandoned Mine Land Program

granting @engy. As the ganting @engy, the Ofice
of Surface Mining is ble to see ol the dollas
awarded and the dollas reimtursed Howewer,

there is rmuch teritory between these tw 2012

Status of AML Grant Funds
October 1, 2011

measurements.

2011
A close analysis of the use of all funding

by the AML programs néionwide reveals a

completey different stoy. Figure 2, Staus of R e
AML Grant Funds, demonstrates the success E:

the stée and tibal programs to diectively commit 22009
the inceased\ML funds.“Committed funds’are

defined as those mowgse tha are exclusively 2008
applied to or eseved for a specit project or

pumpose and ae thus unaailable for ary other 2007

pumpose As one @ample a“normal” contract to
redaim anAML problem aea equires months
of designjnterageng review and coodination, a

[ —

M Committed Funds

M Grant Award (3 years Grants)

200 300

100

400 500 Millions
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