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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ABANDONED MINE LAND PROGRAMS 
BY-LAWS 

 
Adopted January 27, 1993 
Amended January 26, 1994 

Amended September 21, 1994 
Amended September 17, 1996 
Amended September 27, 2000 

Amended March 1, 2007 
Amended March 2, 2023 

 
ARTICLE I PURPOSE 

 
The purpose of the National Association of Abandoned Mine Land Programs is as follows: 

 
1. To provide a forum to address current issues, discuss common problems, and 

share new technologies regarding the reclamation of abandoned mine lands. 
 

2. To foster positive and productive relationships between the states and tribes 
represented by the Association and the federal government. 

 
3. To serve as an effective, unified voice when presenting states’/tribes’ common 

viewpoints. 
 

4. To coordinate, cooperate, and communicate with the Interstate Mining Compact 
Commission, Western Interstate Energy Board, and all other organizations 
dedicated to the wise use and restoration of our natural resources. 

 
 

ARTICLE II MEMBERSHIP 
 

SECTION 1 - ELIGIBILITY 
 

Membership is open to any state or Indian tribe that has reclamation activities funded through the 
Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSMRE), pursuant to Title IV of 
Public Law 95-87, the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (SMCRA), or 
reclamation activities funded through the Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance 
(OEPC), pursuant to Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) Section 40704 of Public Law 
117-58, within their geographic boundary. States and tribes without OSMRE/OEPC-funded 
reclamation activities within their geographic boundaries are also eligible for membership, 
subject to the limitations set forth in Article IV, Section 4. Only one membership will be offered 
to any state or tribe. Individual memberships will not be offered. 

 
SECTION 2 - DUES 

Dues may be assessed by the Association, with ratification by the Membership, as per Article V, 
Section 1B. If assessed, all members shall be required to pay dues by the deadlines fixed by the 
Finance Committee in order to remain in good standing and retain membership and/or voting 
rights. Dues shall not exceed $250.00 per annum. 
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ARTICLE III OFFICERS 
 

SECTION 1 - ELECTED OFFICERS 
 
Officers of the Association shall be President, Vice President, and Secretary/Treasurer. Officers 
shall be elected by a plurality of votes at the annual conference business meeting through an 
open nomination format and shall be a named delegate or alternate from any member state or 
tribe. If more than one candidate is nominated for an office, the vote shall be by secret ballot. 
Only one representative from a member state or tribe may serve as an officer at any one time. 

 
SECTION 2 - TERM OF OFFICE 

 
All elected officers shall serve one-year terms and will begin their terms immediately following 
the business meeting at which they were elected. Officers shall be limited to two consecutive 
terms in the same office but are eligible to return to that office following a two-year hiatus. 

 
SECTION 3 - PRESIDENT 

 
The President shall preside over all meetings of the Association and will serve as the official 
representative of the Association. The President shall set the agenda for regular business 
meetings and call additional meetings by request of a majority of the Membership.  The 
President will affix his/her signature to formal resolutions, minutes of meetings, and other 
pertinent documents and will appoint the Chairpersons of all committees, except the Membership 
Committee, as per Article V, Section 5. 

 
SECTION 4 - VICE PRESIDENT 
 
The Vice President shall act as an assistant to the President and shall perform the duties of the 
President in his/her absence from a business meeting. The Vice President shall serve as 
Chairperson of the Membership Committee. The Vice President also will assume the full duties 
of the President in the event a mid-term vacancy occurs. 

 
SECTION 5 - SECRETARY/TREASURER 

 
The Secretary/Treasurer shall prepare and keep a record of the minutes of all business meetings 
of the Association and shall sign, along with the President, all the minutes prepared under his/her 
direction. As Treasurer, he/she shall be the custodian of all funds of the Association and shall 
present a financial report to the Membership at the annual conference and all formal business 
meetings. The Secretary/Treasurer also shall collect dues if they are assessed in accordance with 
Article V, Section 1B. 

 
SECTION 6 - REMOVAL 

 
Any officer elected by the Association may be removed from office by a two-thirds majority 
vote of the Membership. 
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SECTION 7 – VACANCIES 
 

A vacancy in the office of President shall be filled in accordance with Article III, Section 4. 
Vacancies in the office of the Vice President or Secretary/Treasurer shall be filled by a special 
election. 

 
ARTICLE IV MEETINGS 

 
SECTION 1 - ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
 
There shall be an annual technical conference of the Association at a location chosen by the 
Membership. The Association shall develop guidelines for developing the annual technical 
conference. 

 
SECTION 2 - BUSINESS MEETING 
 
There shall be not less than one business meeting per year, which shall be held in conjunction 
with the annual conference. Additional meetings may be called if determined necessary by the 
officers or if requested by a majority of the Membership. 

 
SECTION 3 - QUORUM 

 
Attendance by a simple majority (51 percent) of the Membership shall constitute a quorum for 
all business meetings. 

 
SECTION 4 - VOTING 
Voting shall be limited to one vote per Member. Members that do not have OSMRE-funded 
reclamation activities within their geographic boundaries will be required to abstain from voting 
on OSMRE grant or SMCRA-related issues. Members that do not have OEPC-funded 
reclamation activities within their geographic boundaries will be required to abstain from voting 
on OEPC related issues. 

 
Each Member shall name a delegate and an alternate to represent the state or tribe at all 
Association business meetings. In the event both the named delegate and the alternate are unable 
to attend a meeting, the delegate may appoint a replacement to represent his/her own state or 
tribe through written notification to the Chairperson of the Membership Committee in advance of 
the meeting. 

 
Proxy voting by other Members on behalf of Member states or tribes that are unable to attend a 
business meeting will be allowed only if written notice of the proxy assignment has also been 
given to the Chairperson of the Membership Committee prior to the business meeting. The 
proxy notice will be read into the record of the meeting by the President prior to the start of the 
business meeting for which it applies. Proxy representation will not be counted for purposes of 
achieving a meeting quorum per Section 3, above. 

 
Voting by mail ballot also may be conducted at the request of the President. 
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To pass, a resolution of the Association will require a unanimous vote from the attending 
Members and those with approved proxy authority. Voting for all resolutions will be by Roll 
Call and will be recorded accordingly in the meeting minutes. Resolutions that fail for lack of a 
unanimous vote may be reflected as an opinion of the Association indicating majority and 
minority votes and, if requested, respective narrative viewpoints [or explanations]. 

 
SECTION 5 - BUDGET REQUIREMENTS FOR MEETINGS 
 
The Association shall develop budgetary guidelines for the annual conference and mid-winter 
meeting. 

 
ARTICLE V COMMITTEES 

 
SECTION 1 - LISTING 

 
There shall be four standing committees of the Association appointed from the Membership as 
defined in Article II. 

 
A. Membership Committee 

 
Maintains Membership rolls, mailing lists, and names of Member delegates; makes a 
record of attendance for all meetings, including all Members, designees, and proxy 
assignments; and determines eligibility of new Members. The Committee also shall 
maintain a listing of other committee assignments, membership and terms and shall 
actively work to promote Association Membership. The Vice President shall serve as the 
statutory Chairperson of the Membership Committee as per Article III, Section 4. 

 
B. Finance Committee 

 
Reviews and audits the financial reports of the Treasurer; recommends amount of annual 
dues to be paid by the Membership, with ratification by a two-thirds majority of the 
Members; sets dates for payment of annual dues; makes recommendations with regard to 
outside professional services described in Article VI; confers with the Treasurer and 
jointly prepares federal tax reports when required; and performs other duties related to 
financial matters as may be assigned by the President. 

 
C. Public Information/Education Committee 

 
Develops newsletters, public information documents, and accomplishment charts; 
provides assistance to the host state in planning, marketing the annual conference; and 
coordinates the development of education materials directed to the Office of Surface 
Mining Reclamation and Enforcement, members of Congress, or other interested parties, 
as determined necessary by the Membership.  Oversees consistency and logistics of the 
NAAMLP Awards by assisting the President and the Annual Meeting host state.   
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D. Research Committee 
 

Works directly with the responsible federal agency on setting priorities for the AML 
research program, reviews research proposals, and reports to the Membership at the 
business meetings. 

 
SECTION 2 - OTHER COMMITTEES 

 
The President may establish, on an as-needed basis, other committees or working groups 
dedicated to specific topics or the development of Association positions on special issues. 

 
SECTION 3 - DUTIES 

 
Each committee shall function as a task force within its specific topic area and shall be 
authorized to formulate Association positions for consideration by the Membership. 

 
SECTION 4 - COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 

 
Committees shall consist of volunteers from the Membership. The size limits for each 
committee shall be determined by the President with concurrence by a majority of the 
Membership. 

 
SECTION 5 - CHAIRPERSONS 

 
With the exception of the Membership Committee, the President shall appoint a Chairperson to 
each committee from among the committee membership. 

 
SECTION 6 - LENGTH OF TERM 
 
All committee members, including Chairpersons, shall serve a two-year term, with the exception 
of the Chairperson of the Membership Committee (Vice President), who shall be limited to a 
one-year term, unless re-elected to the office of Vice President as per Article III. Committee 
members may serve consecutive terms on a committee if there are no new volunteers. 

 
 

ARTICLE VI PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
 

The Association is empowered to purchase commodities (letterhead, postage, copy paper, 
newsletters, etc.), to hire staff, or enter into contractual arrangements with outside organizations, 
vendors or individuals in order to further the goals of the Association. Contractual obligations 
must be in written form and be executed by the President and Secretary/Treasurer, with the 
concurrence of the Finance Committee that sufficient funds are available to carry out the 
contractual obligation. 
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ARTICLE VII AMENDMENTS 
 
By-laws may be amended by a two-thirds majority vote of the attending Members at a duly 
called business meeting, provided that any proposed amendment has been mailed with a notice 
of the vote at least 30 days prior to the scheduled vote. However, any proposed amendments to 
Article IV, Section 4, Paragraph 5 or Article VII with respect to resolutions of the Association 
shall require a unanimous vote. 

 
ARTICLE VIII NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION 

 
The Association shall be a nonprofit organization formed for the benefit of the public. The 
Association shall be incorporated as a public benefit corporation in the State of Wyoming. No 
distributions, payments of dividends, or any part of the income or profit of the Association shall 
be made to any member, director, or officer. The Association shall not lend money to any 
member, officer, director, or organization. 

 
Members shall not be admitted without their consent. Members may not transfer their 
membership to any individual, state, tribe, or other organization. The Association may not 
purchase any of its memberships. Members may be expelled only under a procedure that is fair 
and reasonable. The Association shall give fair and reasonable notice to members of any 
meetings. Members shall elect no less than three individuals as officers, and those officers also 
shall serve as the directors of the corporation and comprise the board of directors. The officers 
shall have the power to act during an emergency. Officers are not individually liable for any 
actions, inactions, or omissions by the nonprofit corporation. 

 
Any proxy voting shall be valid only for the meeting in which the proxy was read into the record. 
The minimum vote required for a plan of merger, plan of consolidation, sale of assets not in the 
regular course of business, or the dissolution of the Association is two-thirds of the votes cast. 

 
Upon the dissolution of the Association, any net assets will be distributed to the member states 
and tribes in proportion to the support paid by each member state and tribe during the most 
recently concluded fiscal year of the Association, and the member states and tribes receiving 
such a distribution shall expend such assets for a public purpose. 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ABANDONED MINE LAND PROGRAMS 
OFFICER DUTIES 

 
Duties of the President 

 

1. Represent the Association to the public, Office of Surface Mining, the Interstate 
Mining Compact Commission and Congress. 

2. Set the agenda and preside over business meetings. 
3. Call additional meetings by request of a majority of the membership. 
4. Track issues that impact AML programs and distribute information to the 

membership. 
5. Work with the membership and IMCC to develop testimony and comments on 

pending issues, legislation and regulation. 
6. Work with the state or tribe hosting the Winter Meeting and the Annual Meeting 

to sign contracts and provide general assistance as needed. 
7. Sign formal resolution, meeting minutes and other pertinent documents. 
8. Appoint Chairperson of all Committees, except the Membership Committee. 
9. Organize the Stan Barnard Award and presents it at the Annual Conference 

Banquet. 
10. Serve on the Dave Bucknam Award review team. 
11. Serve on the Tom Henderson Award review team. 
12. Write the “Message from the President” article for the NAAMLP Newsletter. 

 
Duties of the Vice President 

 

1. Assist the President and perform Presidential duties in his/her absence. 
2. Maintain an updated Delegates List. 
3. Serve as Membership Committee Chair. 
4. Assume full duties of the President in the event of a mid-term vacancy. 
5. Maintain the Policy and Procedures Manual. 

 
Duties of the NAAMLP Secretary/Treasurer 

 

1. Obtain Signature Cards for First Interstate Bank in Cheyenne, WY, to authorize 
the newly elected Secretary/Treasurer to sign on behalf of the Association. 

2. File the Nonprofit Corporation Annual Report with the Wyoming Secretary of 
State (due before January 1). 

3. Prepare Financial Reports for distribution at the winter meeting and fall 
conference. 

4. Send Publication Fee invoices to member states and tribes. 
5. Deposit Publication Fees into the Associations checking account. 
6. Record the business meeting minutes and distribute a draft version to the 

membership for review. Make any revisions to the minutes and distribute to the 
membership. 

7. Maintain the Associations paper and electronic files. 
8. Write checks on behalf of the Association, consulting with the Finance 

Committee as needed for approval of expenditures. 
9. Assist the Association member that is completing the IRS 990 tax form. 
10. Manage the Certificates of Deposit (First Interstate Bank in Cheyenne, WY).
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NAAMLP CONFERENCE AND BUSINESS MEEETING GUIDELINES 
 
The following are guidelines to be used in developing the NAAMLP Annual Technical Conference: 

 
A. The locations of the NAAMLP Annual Technical Conference will be determined three years in 

advance, whenever possible. 
 

B. Seed money may be available a year in advance for the program(s) hosting the conference. Host 
program(s) will need to submit a request for seed money to the Finance Committee for review 
and approval. 

 
C. The conference will begin on Sunday at 1:00 pm with committee meetings. 

 
D. An optional Pre-Conference Tour may be arranged by the host state(s)/tribe(s). The individual 

per-person cost of the Pre-Conference Tour will be determined by the host program(s) and should 
completely cover all of the costs associated with the Pre-Conference Tour. 

 
E. A reception for attendees will begin on Sunday at 6:00 pm. 

 
F. Prior to the close of the annual technical conference the host state will compile and distribute a 

list of attendees. 
 

G. The Public Information and Education Committee (formerly known as Public Relations Committee) 
will aid the host state in scripting the conference banquet for the President. The state or tribe hosting 
the conference will work with the Public Information and Education Committee on presentations to 
be used during the banquet. 

 
H. The banquet will normally be held on Monday night of the conference. The banquet will be closed 

with the presentation of the Dave Bucknam Training Award, the Tom Henderson Award and then 
the Stan Barnard Memorial Award. OSM will be given time on the agenda for presentation of the 
Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation Awards. 

 
I. Wednesday morning each of the reclamation award winners will present a 20-30 minute technical 

presentation on their award-winning project. 
 

J. No technical sessions will take place on Tuesday as technical tours will be conducted that day. 
 

K. An informal evening dinner/barbeque may be scheduled Tuesday evening by the host program(s). 
 

L. The NAAMLP Annual Business Meeting will be conducted on the last days (normally 
Wednesday and Thursday) of the conference. The Annual Business Meeting will normally begin 
at1:00 pm on Wednesday. The meeting will conclude on Thursday with the entire day available 
for the meeting should necessary association business so warrant. 

 
The following are the budgetary guidelines for the meetings: 

 
A. Each host state or tribe shall prepare a budget in advance for the Finance Committee approval. 

The host state or tribe will include in the budget a certain amount of revenue to be generated by the 
registration fee and possible sponsorship support. 
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B. The budget shall include the costs for the meeting rooms (including audio visual equipment), meals, 

refreshments and other related items. The contract for the hotel/meeting facility shall also be 
presented in advance to the Finance Committee for review and approval. 

 
C. The annual technical conference should include but is not limited to: 

 
1. meeting room(s) (Sunday through Wednesday); 
2. one (1) continental breakfast each day of the conference (Monday through Wednesday); 
3. two (2) refreshment breaks on Monday and one (1) refreshment break on Wednesday; 
4. one (1) reception (Sunday evening); 
5. one (1) awards banquet (Monday evening); 
6. one or more technical and/or social tours (Tuesday); 
7. one (1) optional dinner/barbeque (Tuesday evening) 
8. one (1) luncheon for the Annual Business Meeting (Wednesday); 
9. one (1) optional luncheon for the Annual Business Meeting (Thursday). 

 
D. The host state or tribe shall establish a bank account to track all revenue and expenditures associated 

with the conference. The Finance Committee will provide the host program(s) with an electronic 
account register (Excel Spreadsheet) which includes typical categories of income and expenses 
associated with hosting the conference. 

 
E. If it becomes apparent that there will be a significant shortfall in revenue to offset the costs of the 

conference, the host program(s) should notify the Finance Committee and NAAMLP officers for 
assistance in addressing the shortfall. 

 
F. Excess funds generated from the host states’ or tribes’ Annual Technical Conference shall be 

deposited in the NAAMLP account for future expenditures. A minimum target for the host 
program(s) is to return enough money to the Association to support the annual scholarship program 
and support the IMCC contract for services. 

 
G. The host state or tribe will submit a detailed a written report or balance sheet to the Finance 

Committee chairman that outlines all the income and expenses associated with the annual 
technical conference. The report or balance sheet will be submitted at the earliest opportunity 
following the close of the annual technical conference but no later than April 1 of the following 
year. 

 
H. The Finance Committee shall be responsible for reviewing income and expenditures associated 

with the Annual Conference. 
 

I. The hosting state or tribe will ensure that an IRS W-9 form has been completed and is available 
for state and tribe travel. 
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The following are guidelines to be used for hosting the NAAMLP Winter Business Meeting: 
 

A. The locations of the NAAMLP Winter Business Meetings will be determined three years in 
advance, whenever possible. 

 
B. Seed money may be available a year in advance for the program hosting the meeting. 

 
C. The Winter Business Meeting may be conducted on a single day or split over two days at the 

discretion of the current NAAMLP officers and amount of association business to be conducted. 
 

D. The Winter Business Meeting should include but is not limited to: 
 

1. a meeting room; 
2. two (2) refreshment breaks per each full day during the business meeting; 
3. one or two (1or 2) luncheon(s) during the business meeting depending on the meeting format; 
4. optional special meetings for priority topics as may be required; 
5. one (1) optional AML-related field trip 

 
 

NAAMLP Meetings Policies and Procedures 
Approved March 1, 2007  
Updated December 9, 2016 
Updated September 12, 2019 
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RESOLUTION 
OF 

THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ABANDONED MINE LAND PROGRAMS 
 

WHEREAS, OSM has indicated that AML Emergency Program funding will be eliminated in 
the 2011 federal budget. 

WHEREAS, Section 410 of SMCRA authorizes OSM to address AML Emergencies. 

WHEREAS, SMCRA does not require states and tribes to administer an AML Emergency 
Program. 

WHEREAS, AML Emergencies occur often and pose a "sudden danger with a high 
probability of substantial physical harm to the health, safety and general welfare of people before 
they can be abated under normal program operation procedures". 

WHEREAS, since 1989, fifteen (15) states have agreed to implement state Emergency 
Programs contingent upon OSM providing funding. As such, OSM retained the authority to 
"declare" when emergency procedures are warranted. 

WHEREAS, Ten (10) states and tribes rely solely on OSM to address AML emergencies. 

WHEREAS,  Reallocation of approximately  $26 million dollars annually from the Emergency 
Program  to other discretionary  spending  is contrary to the primary purpose  of the Reclamation Fund 
described in Section 401, "reclamation and restoration of land and water resources  adversely  
impacted by past coal mining ...". 

WHEREAS, the intention of Congress for OSM to continue funding the federal Emergency 
Program was made clear in the 2006 Amendment to SMCRA by leaving Section 410 unchanged but 
otherwise requiring the Secretary to ensure "strict compliance" of states and tribes with the non-emergency 
funding priorities found in Section 403(a). 

WHEREAS, If OSM eliminates funding for AML emergencies, high cost emergency projects 
in Minimum Program States or states with small AML programs would require postponing other high 
priority projects or could result in emergency situations not being addressed due to insufficient 
funding. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that NAAMLP requests the Congress continue funding 
OSM's AML Emergency Program in OSM's current and future budgets at the appropriate level so that the 
sudden and unpredictable dangers of AML emergencies can be eliminated expeditiously for the protection 
of the Public. 

ISSUED THIS 23RD DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2010 

ATTEST: 

 
 

PRESIDENT, NAAMLP 
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RESOLUTION 

OF 

THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ABANDONED MINE LAND PROGRAMS 
 

WHEREAS, Title IV of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 
(SMCRA) established the Abandoned Mine Land (AML) reclamation program; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the National Association of Abandoned Mine Land Programs (NAAMLP) 

was established as a nonprofit corporation to accomplish the objectives of its thirty member 
tribes and states to reclaim land and water resources adversely affected by mining and left in an 
abandoned or inadequately restored condition; and, 

 
WHEREAS, NAAMLP members administer AML programs funded and overseen by the 

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSM), U.S. Department of the Interior; 
and, 

 
WHEREAS, all tribes and states who are members of NAAMLP have approved 

abandoned mine reclamation plans; and, 
 

WHEREAS, SMCRA Title IV, at 30 U.S.C. § 1235 (l), provides: 
 

No state shall be liable under any provision of federal 
Law . . . as a result of actions taken or omitted in the 
course of carrying out a state abandoned mine reclamation 
plan [except for gross negligence or intentional misconduct] 
(herein "SMCRA Limited Liability provision"); and, 

 
WHEREAS, 30 U.S.C. § 1235(l) was restated verbatim in OSM’s regulations pertaining 

to the AML program at 30 CFR 875.19 in 1994; and, 
 

WHEREAS, Congress amended SMCRA in 2006, with the Limited Liability provision 
remaining intact; and, 

 
WHEREAS, on June 20, 2008, OSM published proposed regulations implementing the 

2006 amendments to SMCRA (See 73 Fed Reg 35214) in which no changes were made to the 
Limited Liability provision at 30 CFR 875.19; and, 

 
WHEREAS, on November 14, 2008, OSM published proposed regulations implementing 

the 2006 amendments to SMCRA (See 73 Fed Reg 67576 - herein Final Rule) in which OSM 
stated, in preamble language, that the Limited Liability provision would no longer be applicable 
to AML non-coa1 programs implemented by certified states and tribes under SMCRA; and, 



19  

WHEREAS, OSM never formally proposed to eliminate this limited liability protection 
for certified states and tribes; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the Limited Liability provision is necessary for the effective reclamation of 

the nation’s land and waters under the AML programs established by Congress and administered 
by the tribes and states who are members of the NAAMLP; and, 

 
WHEREAS, AMI programs are necessary for the protection of the health, safety and 

welfare of the citizens of the United States and also provide jobs for engineers, contractors, 
construction workers, suppliers, vendors, and transporters of persons and material used to 
reclaim the nations abandoned mine lands. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE: 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ABANDONED MINE 

LAND PROGRAMS, ITS MEMBER TRIBES AND STATES, THAT: 
 

THE OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING RECLAMATION AND ENFORCEMENT 
CLARIFY, BY REGULATION THAT THE LIMITED LIABILITY PROTECTION AT 
30 CFR § 875.19 CONTINUES TO APPLY TO THE NONCOAL AML 
RECLAMATION PROGRAMS ADMINISTERED BY NAAMLP MEMBER STATES 
AND TRIBES; AND 

 
THE NAAMLP PETITION THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES AND 
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS TO URGE OSM TO RESTORE THE 
CONGRESSIONALLY- INTENDED APPLICATION OF 30 CFR § 875.19 TO 
STATE/TRIBAL NONCOAL AML RECLAMATION PROGRAMS. 

 
 

ISSUED THIS 23RD DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2010 

ATTEST: 

 
 

PRESIDENT, NAAMLP 
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RESOLUTION 

OF 

THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ABANDONED MINE LAND PROGRAMS 

 
WHEREAS, Title IV of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 

(SMCRA) established the Abandoned Mine Land (AML) reclamation program; and, 

WHEREAS, the National Association of Abandoned Mine Land Programs (NAAMLP) 
was established as a nonprofit corporation to accomplish the objectives of its 30 member states 
and tribes to reclaim land and water resources adversely affected by mining and left in an 
abandoned or inadequately restored condition; and, 

WHEREAS, NAAMLP members administer AML programs funded and overseen by the 
Office of Surface Mining, Reclamation, and Enforcement (OSM) within the US Department of 
Interior; and, 

WHEREAS, SMCRA, Title IV, established a reclamation fee on each ton of coal mined 
in the United States to pay for abandoned mine land reclamation, which fee has been and is 
continuously collected by OSM; and, 

WHEREAS, Fifty percent (50%) of the reclamation fees collected were previously 
remitted to the states and tribes from which coal was mined to pay for reclamation programs 
administered by states and tribes; and, 

WHEREAS, state and tribal AML programs annually use remitted reclamation fees to 
reclaim lands and waters in their respective lands and remove thousands of tons of waste from 
lands and rivers at abandoned mine sites throughout the United States and thereby protect and 
enhance the health, safety, and environment of all Americans; and, 

WHEREAS, reclamation fees collected exceeded remittances to states and tribes, 
resulting in a surplus of funds retained by OSM; and, 

WHEREAS, the Congress of the United States, in 2006, acknowledged the surplus of 
reclamation fees retained by OSM, the right of states and tribes to return a portion of those fees 
to the state of their origin, and the need to return a portion of those fees to the states without 
affecting the interest earned on those fees by OSM, which interest was to be used for the United 
Mine Workers Benefit and other funds to finance health care for retired miners; and, 
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WHEREAS, Congress acted to address the issues recited in the paragraph immediately 
above by enacting the 2006 Amendments to SMCRA; and, 

WHEREAS, the proposed 2010 Budget of the United States would eliminate remittance 
of funds to certified states which continue to reclaim abandoned mine lands; and, 

WHEREAS, if adopted by Congress, the proposed 2010 Budget of the United States will 
halt reclamation of abandoned mine lands within certified states, jeopardize reclamation of 
abandoned mine lands in others, cause unemployment of contractors, suppliers, technicians, and 
others currently engaged in the reclamation of abandoned mine lands, and allow the continued 
pollution of lands and waters within the United States by failure to fund reclamation of 
abandoned mine lands in some states. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE: 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ABANDONED MINE 

LAND PROGRAMS, ITS MEMBER TRIBES AND STATES, THAT: 
 

THE NAAMLP PETITION THE MEMBERS OF CONGRESS WHO REPRESENT ITS 
MEMBER TRIBES AND STATES TO PROVIDE FUNDING FOR CERTIFIED 
STATES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 2006 AMENDMENTS TO SMCRA. 
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RESOLUTION 

OF 

THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ABANDONED MINE LAND PROGRAMS 
 

WHEREAS, Title IV of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 
(SMCRA) established the Abandoned Mine Land (AML) reclamation program; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the National Association of Abandoned Mine Land Programs (NAAMLP) 

was established as a nonprofit corporation to accomplish the objectives of its thirty member 
tribes and states to eliminate health and safety hazards and reclaim land and water resources 
adversely affected by past mining and left in an abandoned or inadequately restored condition; 
and, 

 
WHEREAS, NAAMLP members administer AML programs funded and overseen by the 

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSM), U.S. Department of the Interior; 
and, 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the cooperative federalism approach contained in SMCRA, all 

tribes and states who are members of NAAMLP have federally approved abandoned mine 
reclamation plans; and, 

 
WHEREAS, SMCRA, Title IV, establishes a reclamation fee on each ton of coal mined 

in the United States to pay for abandoned mine land reclamation; and, 
 

WHEREAS, SMCRA, Title IV, mandates that fifty percent (50%) of the reclamation fees 
collected annually are designated as state/tribal share funds to be returned to the states and tribes 
from which coal was mined to pay for reclamation programs administered by the states and 
tribes; and, 

 
WHEREAS, SMCRA Title IV also mandates that a minimum level of funding should be 

provided to ensure effective state program implementation; and, 
 

WHEREAS, Congress enacted amendments to SMCRA in 2006 to address, among other 
things, funding for state and tribal programs and fee collection to address existing and future 
AML reclamation; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the 2006 Amendments established new, strict criteria that ensures states and 

tribes expend funds on high priority AML sites; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the proposed FY 2012 budget for the Office of Surface Mining 
Reclamation and Enforcement within the U.S. Department of the Interior would abandon the 
50/50 state-federal partnership established under SMCRA and renege on the funding formula 
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under the 2006 amendments by, among other things, eliminating mandatory funding for those 
states and tribes who have certified the completion of their coal reclamation work and adjusting 
the mechanism by which non-certified states receive their mandatory funding through a 
competitive bidding process; and, 

 
WHEREAS, if statutory changes are approved by Congress as suggested by the 

proposed FY 2012 budget for OSMRE, reclamation of abandoned mine lands within certified 
states and tribes would halt; reclamation of abandoned mine lands in all states would be 
jeopardized; employment of contractors, suppliers, technicians and others currently engaged in 
the reclamation of abandoned mine lands would be endangered; the cleanup of polluted lands 
and waters across the United States would be threatened by failing to fund reclamation of 
abandoned mine lands in some states; minimum program state funding would be usurped; the 
AML water supply replacement program would be terminated, leaving coalfield citizens without 
potable water; and the intent of Congress as contained in the 2006 amendments to SMCRA and 
its 2006 Amendments would be undermined. 

 
 

NOW, THEREFORE: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ABANDONED MINE 
LAND PROGRAMS THAT ITS MEMBER TRIBES AND STATES: 

 
OPPOSES THE LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL TERMINATING FUNDING FOR 
CERTIFIED STATES AND TRIBES AND ALTERING THE RECEIPT OF 
MANDATORY AML FUNDING FOR NON-CERTIFIED STATES CONTAINED IN 
THE FY 2012 BUDGET PROPOSAL FOR THE OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING 
RECLAMATION AND ENFORCEMENT AND INSTEAD SUPPORTS THE AML 
FUNDING MECHANISM CONTAINED IN CURRENT LAW. 

 
ISSUED THIS 22ND DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2011 

ATTEST: 

 
 
 
 

PRESIDENT, NAAMLP 
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RESOLUTION OF 
 

THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OFABANDONED MINE LAND PROGRAMS 
 

WHEREAS, The National Association of Abandoned Mine Land  Programs 
(NAAMLP), recognizes that western states funded under the Surface Mining Control and 
Reclamation Act (SMCRA) Title IV have safeguarded thousands of hardrock abandoned mine 
opening since 1980; and, 

 
WHEREAS, western states have also worked cooperatively with the Bureau of Land 

Management pursuant to authority under federal mining and land management laws to 
reclaim abandoned hard rock mine sites; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the western SMCRA Title IV State Programs have 30 plus years of 

experience in developing, designing, contracting for and managing construction of abandoned 
and inactive hardrock mine reclamation projects which has resulted in over 10,000 mine 
closures; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the western SMCRA primacy states have established successful 

working relationships with OSM, BLM, USFS, NPS, USFWS, EPA, SHPOs, and other 
federal, state and local agencies, and, 

 
WHEREAS, these western states are recognized as experts in accomplishing 

hardrock reclamation. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that NAAMLP urges that the US Department 
of Interior, the Bureau of Land Management and the Office of Surface Mining, include experts 
from western SMCRA primacy states in the decision making process regarding any 
consolidation planning and policy development efforts pursuant to Secretarial Order 
Number 3320 dated April 13, 2012. 

 
 
 
 

Madeline Roanhorse, President 
National Association of Abandoned Mine Land Programs 

 
 
 
 
 

DATE:     
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Resolution 
National Association of Abandoned Mine Land 

Programs 
 

A Resolution Concerning Reauthorization of Fee Collection Authority under Title 
IV of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act PL.95-87 

 
BE IT KNOWN THAT: 

 
WHEREAS, Title IV of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (SMCRA) 
established the Abandoned Mine Land (AML) reclamation program; and 

 
WHEREAS, The National Association of Abandoned Mine  Land  Programs (NAAMLP) 
consists of 31 states and Indian tribes, each with interests in abandoned mine land remediation, 
including the 
reclamation of land and water resources adversely affected by past mining and left in an 
abandoned or inadequately restored condition; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the cooperative federalism approach contained in SMCRA, 28 
NAAMLP member states and tribes administer AML programs approved, funded and 
overseen by the Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSMRE) within the 
U.S. Department of the Interior; and 

 
WHEREAS, SMCRA Title IV establishes a reclamation fee on each ton of coal mined in the 
United States to fund abandoned mine land reclamation; and 

 
WHEREAS, Congress enacted amendments to SMCRA in 2006 to address, among other 
things, continuedcollectionofAMLfeesandfundingforstateandtribalprogramstoaddress existing 
and future AML reclamation ; and 

 
WHEREAS, The reclamation fee authorized under SMCRA Title IV will  expire by operation 
of law on September 30, 2021; and 

 
WHEREAS, Since the enactment of SMCRA, 6, 151,789 AML hazards (totaling some $4 
billion in construction costs) have been abated by the state and tribal AML programs; and 

 
WHEREAS, Presently, there are 14,384,171 AML hazards(totallysome$9billion) that still 
need to be remediated; and 

 
WHEREAS, Without the funding generated by the Title IV reclamation fee, these remaining 
AML hazards will not be addressed , prolonging indefinitely the subjection of our citizens and 
environment to the hazards associated with AMLs. 
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WHEREAS, To complete reclamation of the remaining AML hazards, reauthorization of 
SMCRA Title IV fee collection authority is a necessity. 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the National Association of Abandoned Mine Land 
Programs: 

 
Strongly endorses reauthorization of Title IV reclamation fee collection authority to continue 
ongoing mandatory grants to states and tribes; and 

 
Urges Congress to enact legislation reauthorizing Title IV fee collection authority for a period 
of fifteen yea rs beyond September 202 1; and 

 
Strongly supports the continuation of states and tribes as the sole delivery mechanism for AML 
funds given their demonstrated 35-year history of effective and  efficient program 
implementation; and 

 
Advocates the consideration of other appropriate, related amendments to Ti tl e IV of SMCRA 
based on our ten years of experience since enactment of the 2006 amendments (see related 
attachment); and 

 
Will cooperate with OSMRE and interested and affected stakeholders to assess these additional 
potential amendments 

 
 
 
 

National Association of Abandoned Mine Land 
Programs 
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Proposed Legislative Amendments to Title IV of SMCRA 
 
 

Existing Provisions Requiring Amendment: 
 

• Extend fee collection to 2036 
• Increase Mandatory Minimum Program funding to at least 

 
$5 million New Provisions: 

 

• Fund all AML emergency programs as a mandatory expenditure from the 
Secretary's 

discretionary share under 402(g)(3) 
• Allow all State and Tribal AML programs to utilize up to 30% of their entire, 

respective grant amounts for Acid Mine Drainage (AMO) set-aside 
• Exempt AML funding from sequestration reductions under the Budget Control 

Act of 2011 or other deficit reduction laws and authorize the release of previously 
sequestered funding to the respective states and tribes 

• Exempt AML reclamation projects from jurisdiction under the Mine Safety and 
Health Act of 1977 

• Exempt state and tribal AML projects from NPDES permitting requirements 
under the Clean Water Act 

• Any Treasury payments pursuant to section 402(h) required to shore up the 
U MWA pension plans that would cause the $490 million cap to be exceeded 
shall not reduce treasury payments to certified states and tribes 
notwithstanding the pro rata reduction provision in section 402(h)(3)(B) 

 
 

Existing Provisions to Maintain Without Amendment: 
 

• AML grant funding must remain an off-budget, mandatory appropriation 
• Interest from the AML Fund shall continue to be transferred to the UMWA 

Pension Plans, but Principal from the AML Fund should remain dedicated 
exclusively to AML work 

• Use of AML funds as local match for other federal programs (e.g. CWA 319 
grants) shall be maintained 

• AML Fee structure and priority ranking criteria shall remain unchanged 
• Funding for Certified states and Tribes should be maintained 
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CURRENT COMMITTEES 
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NAAMLP COMMITTEES AND CHAIRS AS OF 03/02/2023 
Committee Members are updated at each business meeting.  

.
 
BIL Implementation 
Committee 
Patrick Webb (Chair), PA 
 
Finance Committee 
Gwen Robson (Chair), WY 
 
Hardrock Committee 
Robert Ghiglieri (Chair), NV 
 
Hardrock Awards 
Subcommittee 
Tara Tafi (Co-Chair), CO 
Steve Fluke (Co-Chair), UT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Membership Committee 
Dustin Morin, AL 
Rob Ghiglieri, NV 
Don Newton, WY 
 
Public Information & 
Education Committee 
Don Newton (Chair), WY 
 
Website 
Subcommittee 
Gwen Robson (Chair), WY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Research Committee 
Justin Adams (Chair), KY 
 
Scholarship Committee 
Tim Miller (Chair), MD 
 
Training Committee 
Dustin Morin (Chair), AL 
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STAN BARNARD MEMORIAL AWARD GUIDELINES 
 
 

AWARD 
 
Stan Barnard was very active in the National Association of Abandoned Mine Land Programs 
(Association) while he was Wyoming AML Administrator. He served two terms as 
Secretary/Treasurer before becoming Vice President, then President. Committed to the 
betterment of the Association, he worked diligently with the member states and tribes as well as 
the Office of Surface Mining. Stan was instrumental in beginning the process to register the 
Association as a nonprofit corporation with tax-exempt status. 

 
Stan was dedicated to the AML Program. He worked for increased grant funding for the states 
and tribes, testifying before Congress on the need to release the trust fund to reclaim abandoned 
mine lands dangerous to the health and safety of the public. Stan worked with all the states and 
tribes to address various issues raised by the Association on behalf of its members. 

 
In addition to his leadership skills, Stan was a hard worker and a good team player. Stan’s 
positive attitude and great sense of humor were infectious. He had a way of putting people at 
ease and getting everyone to work together. Stan was also involved in many of the Association’s 
behind-the-scenes functions.  At the Association’s 1993 annual meeting in Jackson, Wyoming, 
he organized an evening of wildlife appreciation by arranging a field trip to listen to elk bugle. 
And for relaxation, Stan was always planning the next golf excursion. 

 
This award is presented in memory of Stan Barnard (1958 - 1998), and the title of this sculpture 
is aptly named “Dedicated.” 

 
QUALIFICATIONS 
 

The Stan Barnard Memorial Award (SBMA) may be given to anyone who exhibits 
Stan-like qualities of outstanding dedication, commitment, and hard work toward the 
enhancement of the Association. This can be overall work and/or a special project 
undertaken on behalf of the Association. 

 
NOMINATIONS 

 
A. Each voting state and tribe in the Association may make one nomination for the 

Stan Barnard Memorial Award (SBMA). 
 

B. The SBMA nominations will be submitted to the Association President by June 15 of 
each year. 

SELECTION COMMITTEE 
 

C. The SBMA Selection Committee members will consist of: 
 

1. First year - Association officers 
2. Second year - Association officers plus first year’s SBMA winner 
3. Third year - Association officers plus first and second years’ SBMA winners 
4. Fourth year - Association officers plus the previous two (2) SBMA winners 
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D. The SBMA Selection Committee will review nominations and select a winner. 

 
E. The SBMA Selection Committee will forward the name of the SBMA winner to 

Oklahoma by July 1 of each year. 
 

F. Oklahoma will be responsible for having the trophies engraved and brought to the 
annual meeting. 

 
PRESENTATIONS 

 
G. The Association will award one (1) SBMA winner per year. 

 
H. The Association will award a traveling trophy and an individual trophy.  The 

traveling trophy will be given to the current SBMA winner to be held for one year, 
then it will be passed from the current SBMA winner to the next SBMA winner at the 
next annual Association meeting. An individual trophy will be given to each SBMA 
winner to keep. 

 
I. For the first year, Stan’s widow, Sue Barnard, will be invited to present the 

Stan Barnard Memorial Award. The current SBMA winner will present the traveling 
trophy and an individual trophy to next year’s SBMA winner. In the event the 
current SBMA winner is not able to make it to the annual Association meeting, then 
the Association President will present the award. 
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Stan Barnard Memorial Award Nomination Form 
 
 
 
 
Name of Nominee: 
 
Nominee’s Affiliation: 
 
 
AML Work Experience: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Explain in narrative from why the nominee should receive this award: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nominated by State/Tribe: 
 
 
Date: 
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DAVE BUCKNAM “INSTRUCTOR” AWARD GUIDELINES 
 

“Promoting Training Team Work” 
 

Sponsorship between 
Office of Surface Mining and 

National Association of Abandoned Mine Land Programs 
 

Introduction 
 

Anytime Dave Bucknam was present in a group of National Association of Abandoned Mine 
Land Programs (NAAMLP) members discussing their respective programs, Dave invariably 
steered the exchange towards training needs. Whether it was encouraging participation in the 
existing training courses or inviting suggestions for new subject matter, Dave, with his ever 
present pocket notepad used for jotting down remarks, tirelessly promoted the educational needs 
of state, tribal, and federal employees. 

 
The Honorable Mark Udall, congressman from Colorado, paid tribute to the late Dave Bucknam 
on March 10, 2005, in the United States House of Representatives, saying, “Dave Bucknam 
taught junior high history and geography for several years, worked for the Colorado Land Use 
Commission, and then for over 24 years with the Colorado Department of Natural Resources. 
He retired as Director of the Office of Active and Inactive Mines, and when asked what he did, 
he always smiled and said he “closed up old mines.” Under Dave’s leadership, Colorado’s 
Inactive Mine Reclamation Program and the Colorado Mine Safety and Training Program were 
nationally recognized. He was a mentor and role model for many of the employees in the 
Department. His competence and dedication – coupled with his compassion for his co-workers 
and his leadership on national issues – made a lasting impact not only on the Division, but the 
state and the nation as well. In 1990 he served as president of the National Association of 
Abandoned Mine Land Programs and continued to provide leadership to the Association by 
serving on several national committees.” 

 
One of Dave’s abandoned mine land (AML) passions was training. Dave always believed that 
one of the most essential facets of a successful AML program was a properly trained staff. He 
was instrumental in working with the Office of Surface Mining (OSM) and state/tribal AML 
staff to develop a training program for state, tribal, and federal employees. Dave, along with 
other state, tribal, and OSM staff, developed the first AML course focused on AML project 
inspection. 
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Dave raised the bar very, very high for the training program. He integrated his own AML field 
experiences into the courses he taught, and he was constantly thinking of ways to improve the 
AML training program. AML Design Workshops for Dangerous Openings, Dangerous 
Highwalls, Mine Fires, Subsidence, and Landslides would not have been developed without 
Dave’s guidance and insight. 

 
This award, aptly named the “Instructor,” is presented as a tribute to Dave Bucknam 
(1941-2004). 

 
 

Qualifications 
 

Any active or inactive (retired or no longer teaching) state, tribal, or federal employee designated 
as an instructor by the OSM National Technical Training Program (NTTP) will be eligible for 
the Dave Bucknam “Instructor” Award (DBIA). This individual must have at least three years’ 
experience as an active instructor and with at least an overall class evaluation of 4.0 from NTTP 
classes. This individual must exhibit the special qualities of dedication, leadership, compassion, 
and commitment in promoting the training of state, tribal, and federal employees. 

 
 

Nominations 
 

A. Each member of the OSM Steering Committee or each member of NAAMLP may make 
one nomination for the DBIA. 

 
B. The DBIA Nomination Form will be submitted to the NAAMLP President by June 15 of 

each year. 
 
 

Selection Committee 
 

C. The DBIA Selection Committee will consist of: 

1. President of the National Association of Abandoned Mine Land Programs. 
2. NAAMLP Steering Committee Representative. 
3. Office of Surface Mining Chief, National Technical Training Program, or appointed 

representative. 
 

D. The DBIA Committee will review nominations and select a winner no later than July 15. 
 

E. The DBIA Committee will forward the name of the winner to the Office of Surface 
Mining Chief, NTTP, no later than July 31. 

 
F. The Office of Surface Mining Chief, NTTP, will be responsible for having the 

presentations engraved and brought to the NAAMLP Annual Meeting. 
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Presentations 
 

G. During the NAAMLP Annual Meeting the OSM Chief, NTTP, or appointed 
representative and the President of NAAMLP shall present the Award. 

 
H. The “Instructor” award will be displayed at the Office of Surface Mining’s Washington, 

D.C., office while an individual award will be presented to the winner. 
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Dave Bucknam “Instructor” Award Nomination 
 
 
Name of Nominee: 
 
Nominee’s Affiliation: 
 
Nominee’s Address/Phone Number/Email Address: 
 
 
 
 
 
NTTP Training Experience: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Explain in narrative form why the nominee should receive this award: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nominated by OSM Training Committee Member or Member of NAAMLP: 
 
 
 
Date: 
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TOM HENDERSON AWARD GUIDELINES 
 

“Enhancing SMCRA Implementation through Technology” 
 

Sponsorship Between Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement And National Association of 
Abandoned Mine Land Programs 

 
Background 

 
Tom Henderson possessed many personal and professional attributes worthy of an award to memorialize his life, but two in 
particular were impactful to his profession: his comprehensive application of technology to solve reclamation challenges and 
his drive to pursue excellence. Tom employed his unique talents to enhance the implementation of SMCRA and solve some of 
the most difficult abandoned mine land impacts affecting the citizens of Montana.   
 
For those who never knew Tom, it is impossible to fully appreciate the influence he had on his peers and reclamation projects. 
First and foremost, he demanded excellence.   Tom consistently held himself and his projects to higher performance standards 
than are typically used in our profession. The SMCRA program greatly benefited from Tom’s constant pursuit of excellence. 
His character and enthusiasm motivated colleagues to elevate their performance.  
 
Tom was also a strong advocate of using science and technology to achieve excellence in reclamation projects.  He viewed the 
training, software, and technology offered by the Technical Innovations and Professional Services (TIPS) program as an 
effective tool to enhance SMCRA implementation.  He regularly used his expert knowledge as a PhD in Hydrogeology, 
sharpened by applied field experience, to instruct and build a rapport with many TIPS students. Through applied technology 
and his gregarious “can-do” attitude, he optimized the outcomes of many reclamation projects through the years.   
 
A prime example of Tom’s ability to use technology to achieve reclamation excellence is the restoration of Soda Butte Creek 
in Montana.  Tom led the McLaren Tailings Reclamation project where he leveraged personal relationships built through the 
SMCRA training program and applied an array of TIPS software tools to achieve results no one had thought possible.  
 
McLaren Tailings Reclamation Project 
The McLaren Tailings site is located near Cooke City, MT and contained acid-forming materials submerged within a highly-
transmissive glacial aquifer. The tailings leached mine drainage to Soda Butte Creek and caused water quality impairment in 
the Lamar River Valley in Yellowstone National Park. The Lamar River Valley is an area of the Park that encompasses some 
of the most remote and pristine wilderness in the nation, and the water quality impairment was an obvious unnatural blemish.  
Reclamation of the site was a historical priority for park officials but the complex site hydrology prevented the development of 
a reclamation project for decades.  

 
Tom devised a complex reclamation plan that required seasonal dewatering of the unconsolidated glacial aquifer to allow 
excavation of the tailings. To implement this plan, Tom drilled a series of wells into the aquifer around the perimeter of the 
buried tailings. He conducted a series of pump tests and used TIPS Aqtesolv software to determine the hydrologic properties 
of the aquifer.  TIPS groundwater modeling software was then used to design a dewatering scheme to predict the required 
placement and pumping capacity for each dewatering well to lower the ground water table in the excavation area. After five 
years of seasonal dewatering and excavating acid-forming materials, Soda Butte Creek is positioned to become the first 
metals-impaired stream to be delisted from EPA’s 303(d) impaired waters list in the history of Montana.  

 
The McLaren Reclamation project could have had several possible outcomes, all of which would have achieved the goals of 
SMCRA. Removing the structural debris and reestablishing vegetation would have been a reclamation achievement by itself 
and would have improved the environment bordering Yellowstone. However, Tom’s pursuit of excellence demanded a better 
outcome. Tom demanded a standard of restoration not reclamation.  Tom’s decision to select a higher performance standard in 
the pursuit of excellence will impact the experience of every future visitor to Yellowstone National Park.  All of this was 
achieved by Tom’s unique ability to leverage the use of technology to achieve reclamation excellence. 
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The award developed to memorialize Tom’s achievements will be named the “Enhancing SMCRA Implementation through 
Technology” Award (ESITT). 
 
 

Qualifications  
 
Any active or inactive state, tribal, or federal employee will be eligible for the Tom Henderson “Enhancing SMCRA 
Implementation through Technology” Award.  The individual or team must have used technology to enhance the 
implementation of any aspect of SMCRA to achieve excellence. Examples include but are not limited to: (1) The use of 
technology to improve Title V outcomes including permitting, inspection, or reclamation activities, (2) The use of technology 
to improve AML projects and goals, (3) The use of technology to improve the TIPS training program.   
 
 

Nominations 
 
 A. Each member of the Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSMRE) Steering Committee or each 

board member of NAAMLP may make one nomination for the ESITT. 
 

B. The ESITT Nomination Form will be submitted to the NAAMLP President by June 15 of each year. 
 
 

Selection Committee 
 

A. The ESITT Selection Committee will consist of: 

1. President of the National Association of Abandoned Mine Land Programs. 
2. NAAMLP Steering Committee Representative. 
3. OSMRE Chief, TIPS Training Program, or appointed representative. 

 
B. The ESITT Committee will review nominations and select a winner no later than July 15. 

 
C. The ESITT Committee will forward the name of the winner to the OSMRE Chief, TIPS, no later than July 31. 

 
D. The OSMRE Chief, TIPS, will be responsible for having the presentations engraved and brought to the NAAMLP 

Annual Meeting. 
 

Presentations 
 

A. During the NAAMLP Annual Meeting the OSMRE Director, TIPS, or appointed representative and the President of 
NAAMLP shall present the Award. 

 
B. The “Enhancing SMCRA Implementation through Technology” award will be displayed at the OSMRE ‘s 

Washington, D.C., office while an individual award will be presented to the winner. 
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Tom Henderson Award Nomination 
“Enhancing SMCRA Implementation through Technology” 

 
Name of Nominee or Team: 
 
Nominee or Team’s Affiliation: 
 
Nominee or Team’s Address/Phone Number/Email Address: 
 
 
 
Any active or inactive state, tribal, or federal employee will be eligible for the Tom Henderson “Enhancing 
SMCRA Implementation through Technology” Award.   
The individual or team must have used technology to enhance the implementation of any aspect of SMCRA to 
achieve excellence. Examples include but are not limited to: (1) The use of technology to improve Title V outcomes 
including permitting, inspection, or reclamation activities, (2) The use of technology to improve AML projects and 
goals, (3) The use of technology to improve the TIPS training program.   
 
 
Explain in narrative form why the nominee or team should receive this award: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Each member of the Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSMRE) Steering Committee 
or each member of NAAMLP may make one nomination for the ESITT. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date: 
Nominations Due June 15th.  
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HARDROCK AML RECLAMATION AWARD GUIDELINES 
 

 
AWARDS 

 
The NAAMLP Hardrock AML Reclamation Awards were initiated in 2016 to recognize those 
responsible for the nation’s highest achievements in hardrock abandoned mine land reclamation. The 
award program aims to recognize exemplary projects at legacy abandoned hardrock mines in the United 
States in two categories: 
 

1. Remediation of Contamination Impacting the Environment or Human Health, and 
2. Remediation of Physical Safety Hazards.  
 

Projects to remediate hardrock mines left unreclaimed prior to reclamation requirements of state or 
federal law, and funded wholly or in part and completed by state, tribal, or federal agencies, local 
governments, or non-government organizations are eligible for an award. This includes all types of 
remediation or reclamation in the two categories of risks noted above stemming from abandoned 
hardrock mines. For the purposes of these awards, hardrock mines means all non-coal extraction 
commodities. One project for each of the two categories may be submitted by eligible programs each 
year. Projects nominated in the same year for another award are not eligible. 
 
NOMINATION SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
Utah, as webmaster for the NAAMLP website, will accept annual nominations submitted to their 
email address at NAAMLPhardrock@utah.gov. Questions regarding the nomination process can 
also be addressed through this email account. Nomination submittal requirements are as follows.  
 

A.  A text-only cover sheet containing: 
1.  Nomination category (physical or environmental), name and location of the nominated 

reclamation project; 
2.  Name, address, phone numbers and email addresses of those submitting the nomination; 
3.  Project start and completion dates, and construction costs; 
4.  Names of organizations responsible for the reclamation, including contractors; and 
5.  Date submitted. 

B.  A narrative description of the work: 
The narrative should not exceed six single-spaced pages; it should fully describe the 
eligibility of the project, the abandoned mine problem, including background and reclamation 
techniques used. The text should also contain photo captions and references to maps, 
diagrams, or other graphics. 

C.  Color photographs (including maps, diagrams, or graphics). 
The photos should show both the specific activity and the surrounding conditions.  They 
should provide a clear understanding of the reclamation accomplishments. 

D.  Format. 
Each nomination package must be submitted electronically to 

mailto:NAAMLPhardrock@utah.gov
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NAAMLPhardrock@utah.gov. Packages will be posted on the web in Adobe Acrobat 
format; they may be submitted as one file in Acrobat (containing text and photos), or as a 
Word file containing text and separate files containing photographs (or graphics) in .jpg 
format. All nominations must include the cover photo in .jpg format in a separate file. Files 
are limited to 25 MB and can be submitted in .zip format. 

 
For judging purposes, nominees should submit photos that:  

1. Are 2 Megapixel (MP) in size or larger 6MP+preferred). 
2.  Show before and after sequences (preference is for historic photos from the origins of the 

mine and/or the reclamation work to show progress). 
If a project is selected for an award, nominees will be asked to submit an abstract of the project for the 
awards banquet presentation of the annual NAAMLP Conference. Winners will also be asked to give a 
presentation of their project at the technical session of the conference. 
 

JUDGING STANDARDS 
Judging standards for the awards are as follows, and apply to both award categories: 

 
1.   Innovative use of current technology (16 pts.) 
2.   Difficulty of Achieving Reclamation under Existing Conditions (24 pts.) 
      a. Special and unique considerations (12) 
      b. On-site difficulty of the project (12) 

3.   On-Site Effectiveness (25 pts.) 
      a. Effective/innovative use of technology (7) 
      b. Landscape conforms to the natural environment (9) 
      c. Elimination of significant health and safety problem (9) 
4.   Funding (15 pts.) 
      a. Effective use of funds (9) 
      b. Leveraging – use of partners for funding (6) 
5.   Benefits to the Community (20 pts.) 
      a. Community support for the project (8)    
      b. Long-term benefits to the community (12) 

 
One representative from each NAAMLP state or tribe is eligible to judge the nominations. Utah 
will set up a link to a Survey Monkey scoring sheet for each nomination for the judges to score. 
Representatives are not to score a nomination from their own state or tribe. The scores are 
automatically averaged by the survey form and checked for accuracy by the Utah delegate.   
 
PRESENTATIONS 
The Association will award two hardrock AML reclamation awards each year – one for 
environmental reclamation and one for physical safety reclamation.  A traveling trophy will be 
given to each of the current winners to be held for one year, then it will be passed from the 
current winners to the next winners at the next Association annual conference.  A member of the 
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Hardrock Committee will announce the winners at the Association annual conference and give a 
brief presentation summarizing the winning projects with slides. 
 

PROCEDURE TIMELINE 
 
The following is a list of target dates for action items to be carried out by the Hardrock Award Sub-

committee. 
 

Winter Business Meeting – Determine contact and address to mail trophies to annual 
NAAMLP conference.  Ensure that time will be allotted for presentations of that 
year’s winning projects at the technical sessions. 

 
March 1 – Request for nominations announcement via email to interested parties 

including NAAMLP delegates, federal partners, and NGOs.  Attach an updated 
flyer announcement. 

 
June 1 – Nominations due date email reminder. 
 
June 15 – Nominations due, set up Survey Monkey scoring page. 
 
June 21 – Announce scoring instructions and deadlines to NAAMLP delegates.  Include 

the Survey Monkey link.  Allow two weeks for scoring. 
 
July 5 – Scoring due date reminder. 
 
July 7 – Tally scores and notify winners.  Request abstracts and any other images needed 

for award presentation. 
- Notify previous winners the names of the new winners and project name for 

engraving, when trophies are to be mailed to the annual conference holder, and 
their contact name and address. 

 
Sept 1 – Prepare presentation for Award Banquet. 
 
October 1 – Update winners on website.
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NAAMLP SCHOLARSHIP FLYER AND APPLICATION 
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Are you planning a career in mine land reclamation? 

 
$2,500 SCHOLARSHIP AVAILABLE 

May 31, 2020 Application Deadline 

NAAMLP is a non-profit, professional organization that promotes the reclamation and restoration of lands 
affected by abandoned mining throughout the nation.  Title IV of the Surface Mining Control and 
Reclamation Act of 1977 (SMCRA) established the national Abandoned Mine Land (AML) Reclamation 
Program administered by the U.S. Department of the Interior, Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and 
Enforcement (OSMRE).  A purpose of SMCRA is to reclaim land and water resources adversely affected 
by past coal mining and left abandoned and inadequately restored. SMCRA levies fees on active coal 
production to pay the reclamation costs. The fees are deposited in the AML Trust Fund and distributed to 
authorized States and Tribes to implement their own programs.  NAAMLP is the professional association 
of States and Tribes who work under the auspices of Title IV of SMCRA. 

The $2,500 NAAMLP Scholarship is to assist in the education of students whose intention is to work as 
scientists, engineers or technicians in the field of mine land reclamation. 

Letters of application for this scholarship must be received by May 31, 2020. 

Scholarship monies will be awarded to the recipients and will be received at the annual NAAMLP 
conference.  A scholarship will be given to three undergraduate students and one graduate student 
according to the following criteria: 1) an undergraduate student enrolled in a school in the Eastern region 
of the United States; 2) an undergraduate student enrolled in a school in the Mid-Continent region of the 
United States; 3) an undergraduate student enrolled in a school in the Western Region of the United 
States and; 4) to a graduate student enrolled in a school located anywhere within the United States. The 
regions described above are generally those States within or near the Appalachian, Mid Continent, and 
Western Region of the OSMRE.  The scholarship holders are invited (but not required) to attend the 2020 
NAAMLP Annual Conference in Lake Tahoe, Nevada from September 20 to September 23, 2020.  
Travel costs (travel, lodging, per diem) and Conference registration fees will be covered in addition to the 
scholarship.  If the Scholarship recipient attends the conference, then the recipient is expected to 
participate in all Conference activities.  

Application Form attached 

or 

Or see http://naamlp.net 

http://naamlp.net/
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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 
 

Name 

 

First Middle Last 

Address – where you 
will receive mail after 
June 1, 2020 

Street 

 

 

City State Zip  

Telephone                     

 

Home Cell 

Email address 

 

 

School 

 

 

Major, if declared 

 

 

Major Advisor, if 
applicable 

 

Name Telephone Email 

Proof of enrollment    
(such as tuition receipt) 

 

Intended date of 
graduation 

BS/BA MS PhD 

Letter of Support  

 

Name Title Telephone Email 

  
 A complete application will include: 
 
 A complete Scholarship Application Form; 
 A Statement in which you address the following criteria: 

• Demonstrated commitment to the reclamation and restoration of lands affected by abandoned mining; 
• Statement of your intended career; 
• Declared (or intended) area of major study; 
• Current level of education and educational history; 
• Course work, employment, and/or volunteer activities; 
• Statement of intent to complete education in the field of mine land reclamation or related area such as biological, physical or 

environmental science; mining, engineering, or other (describe); and 
• Personal Statement of Financial Need 

 
 A transcript of last years course work (if applicable) 
 One letter of support (to be included with the application or mailed separately) 

 

 

 

Please send completed application to: 
Mr. Tim Miller,  
NAAMLP Scholarship Chair 
Abandoned Mine Land Division 
Maryland Department of the Environment  
160 South Water Street 
Frostburg, Maryland 21532-2145 

 
 

For more information see:  http://naamlp.net 
May 31, 2020 Application Deadline 

 

http://naamlp.net/
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